506                THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF MAHATMA GANDHI
Gurudwara Committee, Sardar Bahadur Mehtab Singh who recent-
ly resigned on the Gurudwara question the Deputy Presidentship
of the Punjab Council and Government pleadership, also Sardar
Dan Singh, President Amritsar City Congress Committee. If the
Sikhs continue to remain calm and yet firm, then the incarcera-
tion of the Sikh leaders must bring about the desired solution of
the Gurudwara question.
STRIKES
When hartal takes place what should mill-hands and other em-
ployees do, who cannot get leave from their unsympathetic or alien
employers? In terms of non-violence there can be but one answer.
An employee who gives himself leave uses violence, for he commits
a criminal breach of the contract of his service. He cannot absent
himself without the permission of his employer. All he can do is
to resign if he is not satisfied with his employer. But this too a body
of employees may not do all of a sudden. For they may not in order
to enforce their political opinion threaten to leave without due
notice. In short mill-hands and such other employees should not
be encouraged to coerce their employers into giving leave. Non-
violent action is not quite so simple as one may imagine. I have
heard men describing as non-violent the holding tight of the legs
of persons proceeding to drink-shops. Similarly youngsters have
classed foul abuse of liquor dealers among non-violent acts. This is
merely playing with language and bore bitter fruit in Bombay.
We must be true to ourselves if we wish to give non-violence a fair
trial. Even if we cannot make our thought non-violent, we must
so regulate our speech and action as to make them completely
innocuous. If we find it impossible or too difficult to practise,
we must give up the attempt but we must not blame one of the
greatest doctrines of life for our incapacity. If failure has to be
written against us, it won't be failure of non-violence but of the
violent to respond to it.
AN ANDHRA DEFINITION
Swaraj has been variously defined. Mr. Gopal Krishnayya
who has been tried a second time and sentenced to undergo further
imprisonment to run concurrently with the first made a long state-
ment before the Magistrate. It is more a theological discussion of
his belief than a statement of his political creed. It certainly
shows that there was neither violence nor incitement to it in the
speech that was the subject matter of prosecution. But I am con-
cerned only with his interesting definition of swaraj. Here it is: